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22 March 1805

Birth of Alexander Blackwood, the eldest child to John Blackwood,
the co-owner of haberdashery, T & J Blackwood based in 60 South
Bridge and Isabella (nee Carmichael) Blackwood. Home being in the
Pleasance.

At the age of around 7

Became deaf through an attack of scarlet fever




The caricature of Sandy
Blackwood ‘drawn from
memory’ by John A. Hipkins is
from the Album no. 9. Our
neighbours: The deaf and their
partners, housed in the NLS
Special Collections. (MS2927)




6 October 1813

At the age of 8, attended Edinburgh Institution
for Deaf and Dumb Children, based in George
Street (to be re-checked) under the headship of
Rev. Robert Kinniburgh who led the school
from 1811 to 1847.

Among his school contemporaries were Joseph
Turner, later a teacher; John Carmichael, later
the landscape artist and postage stamp
designer in Australia; and Alexander Atkinson,
the author of Memoirs of My Youth.

1814

School relocated to the former Excise Office
premises in Chesses Court, occupying
basement and ground floor.

List of CHILDREN in the Institution.

Bourd pid by his Grace the Dike of l!uvuoudl.

Doard paid by subseription partsh of Symingtos.
Teomaindee of bosrd padd by HreJ, Forbes & frlends.

An orphan—bazrd paid by subseription in Podh,

Board paid by Rev. I Stect and friznds, Gresnces.
{ Apoor family—cemainder of hoard paid by Mies

Pavents very pour—other two cdeaf and dombh—

rempinder of boerd paid by the Conntees of Leven, |

Recomamended by the Daoke of Bucclench—atlicr
Dther two deal and dumb—rscomimended by HMre
An orphune=remiioder of boxrd puid by Lady Sea~
Other three in the family—remalnder of board paid
Sisters — board paid by Jamca HUL Big. Glas-

Parents unable to pay sny shinge=have gther two

in the soue fanily deal aed

TR falo of Boav
Nowes of Chitavene | Age. | Fromshat Place. | D% of Enley | - it REMABKS.
¥ Insflitecn. y[ﬂili(utm
1 Joacph lacner 15 ) Woedside 1¥11. Jove 5. £5 Rempinder of boacd pail by nus brother.
Chales ‘Si‘[\u:hmc‘> 1T Mumselbtrgh Ditta, f— Board pold by frlerxls
*Jimee Nupier 15 | Kdinburgh Ditto, — Lasiges with his mother,
James Mitchell 13 | Berwiskshite Ditta. 92 Remainder paid by MeSwinton and the fatherd
5 John Hendersoa 12 | Edinburgh Ditta, — Lodges with his povents,
Elieabeth Wright 12 | Dalkeith’ Dt —
*:avgmret Dol 22 | Edinburgh Ditton — Ludges witls bop fsher.
Ellzaheth Shervifl 14 | Ditto Ditto. [ Ditto ditto
Jare fTunter 11 | Tewling — Juhe 26. 15 FParents sery poor—havs anathor deaf child.
10 *Mary Roy 11 | Elgin —— Dee 28,
*Ann Ganldie 28 | Edinburgh w— Dhec, 20, — Luodges with her mother.
“Jaln Cormichucl 10 | Ditto 18120 Jan. 17.
*Heden Hall 16 | Thorfily Bank | —— June 11,
“Ilenry Racharn Inglls | 8 | Stoekbridge e July 84 e Lodges with his mothar.
15 Robect Tteid 1L | Symington —— Nov. 9. —
Isabella Bramner 10 | Water of Leith | 1818, Aprtl 13} 3
*James Eay 11 | Dundes — May 27
"Robert Brysson 11 | Denny Juatw T,
Rabest Polloek 9 | East Killride Ditto. — Baard paid by the fathec.
20 Thomas Pattison 10 | Leith —— May 31,
1 John Fenton : 10 | Perth | — Aug. 25 —_
*Alexapder Biackwood 9 | Edinhinigh e Ot 6, — Lodgus with his perents,
; ¢ Ogle I3 | Frelund — Oct, 23,
*Percival Clennull 9 | Eunglxnd 1814 Ang. 1.
25 Chorles Seoit 10 | Greenock —r= Feb, 24, —
Andrew Johnstone 12 | Dundes — April 11. 10 L Stewart sad fricnds.
Forbes RNoblic 11 | Aberdesn e Junc 12, —_ Bongd pnid by J, Forbes, Esq, of Seaton.
Tssbells Shannan 8 | Crossmichacl ~ July 20. 2 Boord pzld by Rev. Jdobis Jolngton snd frieguls.
Mary Novrey 9 | Fifeghire: — Aug. % 10
%30 Jalkn Brlearras 13 Kdillbljlgh —~-—~— Ang. 15. 20 o dend and dumb.
- 3 5 ~
| George Waliace 9 | Collinton —— Aug 186, 20 Deans. -
Lhiartes Muckay 10 | Ediaburgh a2 Oct. 10 10 Forth.
James Machow! 11 | Avrshire 1815, Jan. 16. 10 by Afiss Cathcart,
Sarah Andcrson 18 | Glegow 18911, Do 200 —
35  Bewy Anderson 10 | Dleta Ditto, - gow.
Christian Flacdie 16 | Ditn 1852 July 25, 18 io the snme afceting situation.
Mary Letham g | Ditto 1815 Feb, 15 20
Janet Spwoul 14 | Ditto Ditta. 20 Another in the fxmily deaf and dumb.
John Warmncex B | Ditle Ditta. 20 . -
40 Jean Hobestson 12 | Ditto Ditta, 20
Cathering Davie 14 | Ditt Ditta, 20 } Siglyre — anpther
Tochanl Davie 11 | Ditta Dittow 20 dumY,
Helenn Murdoeh 12 | Ditto Ditto, »0
Roper: Dgnngly 4 Ditvo Ditto. R0
15 Apn Dlask 11 | Ditto Ditto, 20
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An extract from the Annual Report of EDH D & D Institution 1814-1815:



June 1830

Matthew Robert Burns established his first
church service for deaf worshippers as its
Pastor, at Lady Stair’s Close.

September 1830

Alexander Blackwood at the age of 25, was
appointed as Pastor working in tandem with M
R Burns until the latter’s resignation in 1834
when he took up the appointment with
Aberdeen Deaf and Dumb Institution as its 2nd
Head Teacher.




16 November 1835

Meeting led by Alexander Blackwood held at 35
Leith Street, to establish Edinburgh

Benevolent Society for the Deaf and Dumb
supporting deaf adults in need.

Objectives of the EBSDD

1) to maintain the Gospel Mission.

2) to assist and relieve deaf and dumb
persons in distress.

3) to supportindigent deaf and dumb
individuals disabled by age or infirmity.

4) to organise meetings, lectures, classes, and
recreation for the deaf and dumb.

5) to raise funds by subscriptions, donations
and legacies that shall be use for the
above-mentioned purposes.

EDINBURGH DEAF & DUMB
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY

(REGISTERED UNDER THE FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT)

(Y
) ALEXANDER
BLACKWOOD

FOUNDED §
IN 1835 BY

C.ENT B NuAR.Y
BR OCHUR:E
CONTAINING
THE HISTORY OF
THE SO CIET Y







1838 - 1852

The church and the society operated from its South Bridge
premises before moving on to St Stephen’s School,
Brunswick Street (how renamed as St. Stephen’s Street),
Stockbridge*.

1851 - 1880

Church services were conducted in a room within St
Stephen’s Parish Church*.

February 10% 1871

Meeting held at Macgregor’s Royal Hotel, Princes Street to
execute the scheme to

erect the Hall or Place of Worship for

the use by the Edinburgh Deaf and Dumb Congregation; or
for the erection or purchase of a permanent building or
institute to contain not only a place of worship for the deaf
and dumb congregation, but likewise accommodation for
carrying out operations the various operations of the
Original Benevolent Sociely within the walls.
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1878

Due to Blackwood'’s inability to continue his missionary
labours among the deaf and dumb to the full extent as has
been wont for upwards of 48 years, W J Hansell, a Head
Teacher of Hull Deaf School was appointed as
Blackwood’s

assistant Missionary and successor.

1889

Purchase of a 4-storied lodging house at 49 Albany Street.
Robert Wilson was engaged to undertake architectural
works to refurbish the premises and to erect the church at
the rear.

1 March 1890

Will or deed made with his brother, William being
nominated as the executor.

29 November 1890
Died at his home shared with his two sisters, Jessie and

Catherine in 19 Dean Terrace, Stockbridge. Leaving a
legacy of £500 to the EBSDD Buried in his family

mausoleum at the Nursery section of Old Calton Cemetery.

e oot o grens o ej
%mawwﬂmoﬁ—’%zfﬁé&a% m |

L f“’”é;?m:‘f

| aﬁm met m, nﬁ)
/%L) | a’m/. @%&*

%WI/?’/ Az 244 /77
&Z@Tﬂ]/ww/om Mﬂc %mmm
Wwhoe pyvin - !

{

m/m

iCVaw/ cd/g ik

|

From Acc. 13643/13 — (References to the church-fund and to Blackwood s death.)



December 1890

Consecration Service of the
Albany Deaf Church.




3 January 1891

Probate granted to his brother,
William Blackwood, 5 Clarendon
Crescent, Edinburgh with estate
being valued £4,431 12s 10d, leaving
a legacy of £500 to the EBSDD.
Information Display Stand featuring
Alexander Blackwood, erected at
the main section of the Old Calton
Cemetery
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